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Dear LDr. Lederberg:

Thenlk you very much indeed for the extremely velusble batch of reprints which
eressed my letter in the meil. I appreciste also your willingness to discuss this
fescinating problem of scientific communication which, of course, is ore with which
we &11 have to be concerned throughout our prefessional lives.

¥y feelings are very much influenced by ruch szssocistion with cherists and
physicists, and my life-long effort to help bioclogy to ground itself on these more
fundemental disciplines. I am sure thet many chemists end nhysicists who could be
helpful to us are prevented from being so by the highly special and technical idiem
in which much of the biclogical literature is written. This is perheps more true
of genetics then any other field one cculd mention. 4 minor considzsrstion is the
sheer maen hours that are recguired even for & biologist to read pepers thet are so
largely expressed in special notetion. Obviously, no one cen vrite very much in
science without using technical concepts, words, and even notation, to scme extent.
The chief choice cpen to the writer is & guentitative cne, end I myself have striven
to meke the meximum use of words which I feel many informed biologists, chemists, or
physicists who understend the concepts involved, can undersbend.

I eappreciate alsc that there is eminent precedence for a quite different anrproach.
I have in mind, for instance, Sir Almoth Tright. Sir Llmoth wes a classicist snd he
loved to coin classical words te act, &s he said, as messengers for the idees &nd
phenomena which he was trying to present. In my own humble estimation, if 21l scientists
followed Dr. wright's path, it would lead to & sort of Tower of tabel, but I am nob

expecting universal azreement in this view. It is fun tc discuss the ratter anyway.

Cordially yours,

Stuart ludd
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